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September 29, 2025 

Dear Alana Ross and Everett Hindley, 

We write to you about the new School Playground Equipment Grant program that was 
recently launched. We were disappointed to note that only playstructure equipment will 
be eligible for funding, we implore you to incorporate schoolyard plantings like trees, 
shrubs, shelterbelts and gardens into this program. 

While physical activity is inarguably important for children’s development, 
Saskatchewan curriculum is closely tied to nature-based learning. Our curriculum 
includes the water cycle, soil science, plant growth, food security, climate resilience, etc. 
across elementary and high school classes. I challenge you to connect a playstructure 
to an equal number of curricular outcomes. 

The Ministry of Education provides no policy on schoolyards other than the international 
safety rating of playground equipment. In the absence of government policy, educators 
and parents along with school boards use small, community-based grants to plant 
shade trees, food forests, and connect children to land-based learning.  

Children learn from their parents, teachers, peers, and the learning environment.  A 
classroom with learning aides creates a rich environment to enable student success; a 
schoolyard that is rich with green infrastructure is just as valuable to student success. 
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Harkening back to the victory gardens of WWII, school gardens and plantings reflect the 
hard-working values the Saskatchewan Party champions; children that understand how 
food is grown, take pride in our province’s agrarian past and present, and understand 
self-sufficiency. Expanding your current funding criteria will help instill these values that 
all Saskatchewan people share. 

Saskatchewan faces hotter and drier summers due to our changing climate. This will 
impact how and when children get to play. Investment in green infrastructure today will 
pay dividends for future generations. The minimal cost of a $20-40 sapling pales in 
comparison to a $170 shade sail, the hundreds of dollars for temporary shade 
structures, to thousands of dollars for permanent shade solutions. In June, our province 
hosted the Inclusive Parks & Green Spaces symposium, broadening the criteria for the 
School Playground Grant would elevate your program and stand as an example on the 
national stage. 

Incorporating trees, shrubs, shelterbelts and garden plantings into the School 
Playground Grant criteria would demonstrate Saskatchewan’s commitment to 
innovating in urban agriculture and forestry. To be impactful, a minimum of 5-10% of the 
grant should be allocated to greening the schoolyard. Tree Canada, a leader in greening 
schoolyards, recommends a minimum of $10,000 for a schoolyard planting project.  

Including plantings opens the door for the government and grant recipients to 
collaborate with local Co-ops in nurturing the next generation of agricultural leaders. 
This will drive local economies, and these students will be our future urban foresters, 
urban agriculturalists, and green city planners. Saskatchewan students need leaders 
who can envision a future different from the past, expanding this program to include 
schoolyard greenings will unlock that opportunity.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Carmen Gilmore     Leah Japp 

SaskOutdoors Board Member   SaskOutdoors Executive Director 
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